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VACATION WITH THE CENTURY 

Golden West Rail Ramble
12 Days: September 3-14        Fly Option Available

Highlights and Inclusions

• One-way, two nights first class rail 
transportation aboard Amtrak’s California 
Zephyr from Chicago to Emeryville, CA

• One way, two nights first class rail 
transportation aboard Amtrak’s Southwest 
Chief from Los Angeles to Chicago

• First Class hotel accommodations for 7 nights 
including 3 at Holiday Inn Fisherman’s Wharf

• 19 meals including Wine Train lunch
• Catalina Island cruise, sightseeing
• California sightseeing:  San Francisco, 

Monterey, Hearst Castle, Los Angeles
• Transportation by deluxe motorcoach
• Services of a professional tour director
• Baggage handling 
• Fly Option

Day  1  –  Depart  Chicago  aboard  California  Zephyr –
Meet  your  tour  director  and fellow travelers  in the  First
Class  Metropolitan  Lounge  in  Chicago  Union  Station.
Mid-afternoon  we  board  the  double-decker  Superliner
California  Zephyr.  Relax  in  your  private  sleeping  car
roomette,  or  find  the  glass-walled  Sightseer  Lounge  to
watch Illinois farmlands then the Mississippi River. Enjoy
a  sumptuous,  full-course  dinner  in  the  diner  (“nothing
could be finer”).  All meals are included on the Zephyr. (D)

Day 2 – Breathtaking Colorado Rockies –  If you want,
get off the train and stretch your legs at the restored Denver
Union Station this morning. On departure, the Zephyr starts
the climb up the Front  Range of the awesome Colorado
Rockies.  Throughout  the  day,  the  train  winds  around
mountain curves and through numerous tunnels. Longest of
all at 6.2 miles is the Moffat Tunnel, in service since 1928.
Gaze  up  to  mountain  peaks  and  down  to  fast  flowing
streams in the valleys below. Late this evening, Salt Lake
City  offers  another  opportunity  to  stretch  your  legs.
(B,L,D)

  

Day 3 – Sierra Nevada Mountains,  San Francisco –
During the night we crossed the arid, sparsely populated
Nevada countryside, arriving in Reno by morning light.
From  there,  the  Zephyr  ascends  the  Sierra  Nevada
Mountains  and  crosses  the  famous  Donner  Pass.
Descending  the  Sierras,  we  pass  from  pine  trees  and
mountains to the palm trees and farms of the Sacramento
Valley…all  in  just  three  hours!  After  Sacramento  we
follow the  ever-broadening  river  to  the  Bay area.  The
Zephyr ends at  Emeryville where we board our charter
motorcoach for the ride over bridges to the “City by the
Bay.”  Home  for  the  next  three  nights  is  the  attractive
Holiday Inn at famous Fisherman’s Wharf. (B,L)

Day 4 – San Francisco – The morning is free for explor-
ing on your own. Discover the great shops and galleries
around  the  Wharf,  or  ride  a  famous  cable  car.  This
afternoon, we embark on a three-and-a-half hour, guided
sightseeing  tour  of  San  Francisco.  See  Chinatown,
Golden Gate Park, Jackson Square, Telegraph Hill,    the
Mission District,  and the Presidio. Back at the Holiday
Inn,  the  splendors  of  Fisherman’s  Wharf  await  your
evening  at  leisure.  For  dinner  on  your  own,  choose
among  fine  restaurants  or  street  vendors.  Look  for
treasures  at  exotic  import  houses  or  bargain  souvenir
shops.  Discover  for  yourself  why  the  Wharf  attracts
millions of visitors annually.  

Golden Gate Bridge - San Francisco



Day 6 – Redwoods Train – Leaving Fisherman’s Wharf we
travel by motorcoach about 80 miles south to Felton, CA.
Here, board the historic Roaring Camp & Big Trees Narrow
Gauge Railroad for a six-mile excursion train ride through a
stand  of  soaring  California  redwoods.  A picnic  lunch  is
included before continuing to picturesque Monterey.   See
Cannery Row,  a  once-raucous  strip  of  sardine  canneries,
saloons  and  flophouses  made  famous  by  the  1945  John
Steinbeck novel of the same name.  Now a charming resort
community, Monterey is yours to explore for shopping and
dining on your own this evening. Our lodging tonight is at
the Portola Plaza and Hotel. (L)

Day  7  –  Monterey  Peninsula  -  See  the  sights  of  the
Monterey Peninsula on our tour this morning. High points
include  the  scenic,  17-mile  drive  from Pacific  Grove  to
Carmel,  Seal  Rock,  Cypress  Point  and  golf  courses  like
Pebble Beach, home of the annual Bing Crosby tournament.
After  lunch  on  your  own,  we  travel  south  on  the  cliff-
hugging  California  Highway  1,  high  above  the  Pacific
Ocean surf. Our home for the night is the Fog Catcher Inn at
Cambria.  Our  tour  director  is  your  host  for  tonight’s
included dinner. (D)

Day 8 – Hearst Castle –  Breakfast is included before our
short  ride  to  San  Simeon  and  the  famous  Hearst  Castle.
Another  high point  of  our  tour,  the  Castle  was begun in
1919 for newspaper czar William Randolph Hearst. Tour the
huge Hispano-Moorish main residence, “La Casa Grande,”
displaying  Hearst’s  million  dollar  collection  of  art  and
antiques.  Gardens  decorated  with  pools,  statuary,  and
greenhouses fill  the 123 acres of the estate. This was the
model  for  the  Xanadu  estate  in  the  1941  Orson  Welles
motion picture classic “Citizen Kane.”  Continuing 150 
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Day 5 – Napa Valley Wine Train – Leaving Fisherman’s 
Wharf  this  morning,  our  motorcoach  crosses  the  San
Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge  and  heads  north  into  the
famous  California wine country.  At Napa, we board the
Wine  Train for  a  voyage  into  viniculture  aboard  vintage
varnish.  The  Wine  Train cars  have  been  meticulously
restored to the splendor of the golden age of train travel.
The  Lounge  and  Wine  Tasting  cars  are  resplendent  with
shining  brass,  etched  glass  and  polished  mahogany.  The
distinguished service  of  the  staff  matches  the  cars.  Savor
hors d’oeuvres chosen to enhance the Wine Train’s offerings
of Napa Valley labels. Soon, you are ushered into the 1917
Pullman  Dining  Car  for  your  included,  three-course
gourmet  luncheon.  Enjoy  the  scenery  as  the  train  rolls
slowly past  many of  the  valley’s  50-plus  wineries.  Mid-
afternoon, we return to San Francisco for more exploring
and dining on your own. (L)

Napa Valley Wine Train

Hearst CastleRoaring Camp & Big Trees Narrow Gauge Railroad



more miles along the coast, we reach Santa Barbara.  Our
sightseeing  tour  here  includes  the  County  Courthouse,  a
1926 showcase of gardens and large murals.  After the tour
we board an Amtrak Pacific Surfliner for the 103-mile ride
to Los Angeles.  See the ocean, then vistas of the sprawling
San Fernando Valley before arriving at Los Angeles Union
Station, a frequent set for motion pictures, television shows
and commercials.  Transfer by motorcoach from downtown
to suburban San Pedro for dinner and the next two nights at
the Crowne Plaza Los Angeles Harbor. (B,D)

    

Day 9 – Catalina Island – 22 miles across the San Pedro
Channel lies Santa Catalina Island. After breakfast we set
sail  on  an  hour-long  express  boat  ride  there  from Long
Beach.  A two-hour, ten mile sightseeing tour takes us from
the Avalon harbor to the scenic interior of the island. See
spectacular ocean overlooks, deep canyons and quite coves.
Also watch for wildlife on the island, 88% of which is a
conservancy. Enjoy free time for lunch and shopping in the
town of Avalon with its unique, round ballroom overlooking
the harbor. One option is a glass bottom boat ride. We sail
back to the mainland late this afternoon. (B)

Day 10 – Los Angeles – It’s “bags out” then breakfast late 
this morning as we depart for a guided tour of Los Angeles.
See famed Griffith Park, Exposition Park, Rodeo Drive and
Chinatown.  At  Grauman’s/TCL Chinese  Theatre  put  your
hands on the handprints of many Hollywood stars set in the
concrete  sidewalk  since  its  1927  opening.  At  the  world-
famous  Farmer’s  Market,  take  your  pick  of  eating
establishments for lunch on your own. Our tour ends back at
the massive, Mission-style Los Angles Union Station. From
the  Metropolitan  Lounge  we  board  Amtrak’s  Southwest
Chief,  Chicago-bound.  Catch  a  nap  in  your  private

Roomette, or find the Sightseer Lounge for best  viewing.
Dinner is served in the diner this evening. (B,D)

Day 11 –  Southwest  Chief  –  After  crossing Arizona last
night,  enjoy your  dining  car  breakfast  with  views  of  the
desert southwest in New Mexico. At Albuquerque, stretch
your legs trainside and buy souvenirs from Indian traders
right on the platform! Lunch and dinner are included as the
Chief winds its way up to Raton Pass and the high plains of
Colorado and Kansas.  (B,L,D)

Day 12 – Chicago – Watch out the right side of the  Chief
this  morning  for  views  of  Kansas  City’s  massive  Union
Station  and  towering  World  War  I  Memorial.  Fields  of
ripening corn and soybeans, as well as wind farms, stretch
across the Prairie State as the Chief rolls to a late-afternoon
return to Chicago Union Station. (B,L)

20th Century Railroad Club  P.O. Box 247   Arlington Heights, IL 60006-0247
312-829-4500  www.20thcentury.org

TRIP 15-J
12 Days: September 3 -14, 2015

$3,495 double/per person $4,995 single
price includes Amtrak roomette accommodations

Train Bedroom upgrade available.
 See order form.

FLY OPTION – Fly to San Francisco and 
return from Los Angeles, 8 days.

$2,495 double/per person $3,295 single
Airfare not included in price above.

Deposit: $200 per person  

Travel Protection is available for this trip.
Please call the office for a quote.

312-829-4500

Final Payment Due June 18
Reservations after the final payment date are subject 

to availability and require full payment.

Catalina Island

The TCL Chinese Theatre opened as Grauman's Chinese 
Theatre in 1927



20th Century Railroad Club  Order Form
P.O. Box 247

Golden West Rail Ramble – Trip 15-J Arlington Heights, IL 60006

Phone: 312-829-4500

www.20thcentury.org Sept 3-14, 2015 

Number of travelers age 62 and over _____

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone (home) (cell)
                               REQUIRED so we can contact you quickly with questions and/or itinerary changes 

Email

PERSON(S) PER PERSON TOTAL
x $3,495.00 =

x $4,995.00 =

OPTIONAL SLEEPING CAR BEDROOM UPGRADE

Bedroom (double) per person x $895.00 =

Bedroom (single) x $1,790.00 =

x $2,495.00 =

x $3,295.00 =

*Air Fare not included in price above. Call for details.

Optional Trip Protection – Call our office at 312-829-4500 =

TOTAL =

Required deposit of $ 200 per person x $200.00 =

>>> Final Payment Due by June 18 <<<                   

Account No. __________________________  Expiration Date: _______________

Information will be mailed by America by Rail, 3 weeks prior to departure

NOTICE: Your trip order is subject to the “General Information, Terms and Conditions” attached. 

 FULL names of ALL persons in your party (or, if you’re rooming with another single, name him/her): 

ACCOMODATIONS including Roomette

Number traveling DOUBLE occupancy
Number traveling SINGLE occupancy

Fly Option* -  DOUBLE occupancy
Fly Option* -  SINGLE occupancy

PAYMENT METHOD:   ____ Check   ____ Money Order   ____ MasterCard   ____ VISA  ____Discover
— make check or money order payable to “TCRC”— 

Cardholder’s signature _______________________________________

MAIL ORDER TO:   Trip 15-J • 20th Century Railroad Club • PO Box 247 • Arlington Heights, IL 60006 



Travel Protection Plan

SCHEDULE OF COVERAGES & SERVICES

**Travel Assistance & Concierge Services are provided
by Travelex’s designated providers.

For a quote and more information, please 
call the 20th Century Railroad Club office 
at  312–829-4500

ELIGIBILITY & EFFECTIVE DATES

Who Is Eligible For Coverage
A person who has arranged to take a Covered Trip,
completes the enrollment form and pays the required
plan payment.

When Coverage Begins
All coverages (except Pre-Departure Trip 
Cancellation and Post-Departure Trip Interruption) will 
take effect on the later of 1) the date the plan 
payment and enrollment form has been received;     
2) the date and time you start your Covered Trip; or  
3) 12:01 A.M. Standard Time on the Scheduled 
Departure Date of your Covered Trip.

Pre-Departure Trip Cancellation coverage will take
effect at 12:01 A.M. Standard Time on the day after
the date your plan payment and enrollment form is
received. Post-Departure Trip Interruption coverage 
will take effect on the Scheduled Departure Date of 
your Covered Trip if the required plan payment and 
any necessary enrollment form is received.

When Coverage Ends
Your coverage automatically ends on the earlier of:
1. the date the Covered Trip is completed;
2. the Scheduled Return Date;
3. cancellation of the Covered Trip covered by the 
plan;
4. your arrival at the return destination on a round-
trip,or the destination on a one-way trip.

All coverages under the plan will be extended if your
entire Covered Trip is covered by the plan and your
return is delayed by unavoidable circumstances 
beyond your control.

 If coverage is extended for the above reasons, 
coverage will end on the earlier of the date you reach 
your originally scheduled return destination or seven 
(7) days after the Scheduled Return Date.



General Information, Terms and Conditions

ORDERING: Please mail your orders to us, on the original form mailed to you, or the one you printed from 
the PDF file on our Web site.    

CHANGES: To avoid misunderstandings, requests for changes to any tour reservation must be made in 
writing, mailed to “Trip Manager,” PO Box 247, Arlington Heights IL 60006-0247.

PRICES & DEPOSITS: All tours are priced per person as based on double occupancy of one hotel room, if 
applicable.

A tour price includes: All common carrier transportation, admissions and meals listed in the itinerary as 
being included,(CB=continental breakfast, B=breakfast, L=lunch, D=dinner), hotel accommodations, 
luggage handling for one suitcase, services of a tour escort, and all taxes for included features. Tips for tour 
guides and drivers are standard industry practice and are encouraged.

Tour prices and/or departure dates are subject to change at any time. Fuel surcharges added by common 
carriers, taxes added by governments, or other fees not included at time of printing will be added to the final 
balance as they are imposed, unless final payment has already been received.

All travel booked through 20th Century is priced at special group fares. No additional discounts of any kind 
are applicable, except for children ages 2–15, via Amtrak, 

If you’re looking for a roommate, write us a note, and we’ll notify you if anyone else is looking.

A deposit per person (amount specified on trip order form) is due with a completed reservation form, unless 
stated otherwise. Final payment is due upon the date specified on the trip order form.

If you pay by MasterCard ,VISA, or Discover please enter all 16 digits of your account number, and the 
expiration date, and your signature. We may call you for the three-digit security code on the back of your 
card. We’ll mail a receipt to you.

Trip documents, including instructions, baggage tags, etc., will arrive by mail 10 to 12 days before departure.

NOT INCLUDED IN TOUR PRICE: Items of a personal nature, meals and admissions not listed in the 
itinerary, and customary gratuities for the tour escort and motorcoach driver. Guidelines for gratuities are 
provided with tour tickets.  

ENTRY INTO CANADA or OUTSIDE of the UNITED STATES: A passport, or passport card, valid six months 
after tour return date, is required for all tour travelers going to/from Canada. For application information, call 
877-487-2778, or visit www.travel.state.gov/passport. Give yourself enough time before departure!

CANCELLATION POLICY: If you choose to cancel your trip reservation, you must notify 20th Century 
Railroad Club in writing — either by mail (Trip Manager, PO Box 247, Arlington Heights, IL 60006-0247). or 
by email (trips@20thcentury.org). Your cancellation will be effective on the postmark date of your letter or 
the date of your email.

REFUNDS: Each trip description page has a “final payment due” date and on the trip order form. If you 
cancel before the due date, 20th Century will retain $25.00 per person and refund your remaining collected 
balance. Some trips may charge a higher cancellation fee.

If you cancel after the final payment date, there will be no refund. 

We strongly recommend the purchase of trip insurance, available on selected trips. Please call our office at 
312-829-4500 for details.



LUGGAGE: Each trip member is allowed one large suitcase (weighing less than 50 pounds) and one small 
carry-on bag that fits in the overhead rack.  Please attach the supplied baggage tag before departure. The 

20th  Century Railroad Club does not assume any liability for loss of or damage to your luggage or any other 
personal property. 

SMOKING: Unless you specify otherwise on your order form, all hotel rooms are non-smoking. Every effort 
will be made to reserve a smoking room if you so request, however most facilities are entirely non-smoking. 
Smoking is not allowed on board any train, plane or motorcoach.

SLEEPING CARS: Sleeping accommodations aboard Amtrak trains are an extra cost option, priced 
separately going and returning. All Amtrak rooms accommodate one or two persons (in upper and lower 
berths) and are priced per room.  Meals in the diner are included in the cost of an Amtrak sleeping 
accommodation.

DELUXE MOTORCOACH: Many of our trips include travel on a deluxe motorcoach, in addition to train(s) or 
plane(s). A deluxe motorcoach is a large, comfortable, restroom-equipped bus designed to transport 
travelers and their luggage over long distances — it is not a city transit bus or a school bus.

MOBILITY: All of our trips involve some degree of walking and stair-climbing. If your mobility is limited in any 
way, please consult us before you reserve space.

CONDITIONS: The 20th Century Railroad Club reserves the right to decline to accept or to retain any 
person as a passenger on any of our trips. We reserve the right to alter a published itinerary if conditions 
beyond our control require such alterations.

We also reserve the right to cancel a trip prior to departure, in which case your entire payment to us will be 
refunded without further obligation on our part.

Some of the trips in this Catalog are arranged through professional tour operators which are in turn booking 

agents for various travel vendors. No liability shall be incurred by 20th Century Railroad Club, its agents or 
tour operators because of personal injury or sickness, death, loss of or damage to property, delay, 
inconvenience or other irregularity experienced by trip members.



What You Need To Know about traveling with "The Century"

WHAT WE ARE… If you enjoy trains and travel, we have a lot to offer you! The 20th Century Railroad Club 
is an educational and historical organization (incorporated not-for-profit) dedicated to promoting the 
advantages — and celebrating the history — of travel by rail.

WHAT WE DO… Since 1971, the 20th Century Railroad Club has specialized in planning unique rail-
oriented trips for its members, their guests and the public. Most of our trips include at least one ride on a 
train or trolley.

In recent years, 20th Century has teamed up with tour providers for some of our trips, to offer superbly 
structured tours all around the U.S., with professional escorts.

Some of our trips are loosely-structured to allow our passengers to choose exactly how and where they will 
spend their time at a destination, In such cases we will provide information on available destination options.

You should think of traveling with “the Century” as an adventure — a unique experience that may not be 
entirely predictable, but is nearly always much more fun than you'd have on your own! WHO CAN GO? YOU 
CAN! Unless a trip is marked “for Club members only,” anyone may travel with us. Of course, our members 
receive advance notice of all our trips in our  monthly newsletter, THE FAST MAIL, and are always first in 
line for the limited space available. If you’re not yet a member, we invite you to sample our public trips and 
our members meetings before deciding to join our Club.

TYPES OF TRIPS… We offer five categories.

First are One-Day Adventures by various modes. 

Second are Getaway trips: These are two to four-day trips via Amtrak and/or other carriers. They usually 
span weekends and are open to the public.

Third are “Vacations with the Century”: These special five- to ten-day trips, which are open to the public, are 
the most elaborate we offer. While the ideas come from our Trip Committee, all travel and lodging 
arrangements are made by a professional tour operator with special expertise in group travel by rail and 
other carriers. These vacation packages are among the finest available to the train-oriented traveler, and are 
designed to offer the highest value for your travel dollar.

Fourth are chartered trains, which are open to the public and usually travel to destinations not accessible by 
regularly scheduled service. 

Fifth, we may offer trips available only to our members. Other trips may not be listed in this Catalog, and 
instead will be advertised in our monthly newsletter for members, THE FAST MAIL, or posted to our website.

Sixth are Private Varnish (PV) tours.  What are they?  Travel on special or historic railcars, rebuilt and 
upgraded to ride the rails in wood paneled luxury, complete with first class accommodations. Vista domes, 
observation cars, and meals cooked on board fit for royalty. Best of all, upon reaching your destination city 
the train itself is your hotel, centrally located for touring.  Our PV train sets are quite possibly the finest rail 
passenger cars to ride American rails. Absolute elegance! We have taken the service, and rail cars of the 
past and upgraded everything to today's far higher standards ... for you!

WHY WE DO IT: There is still a special magic to traveling by train. It's a chance to travel in comfort and 
style; to slow down, settle back, watch the scenery and enjoy a journey the carefree, car-free way.

As Agatha Christie wrote, “Trains are wonderful… To travel by train is to see nature and human beings, 
towns and churches and rivers…in fact, to see life.”

So, come on along for a ride on the railroad — it’s the most civilized form of land transportation.
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